Preparing Your Home to Sell


  
1.  Disassociate Yourself with Your Home.
  
Remind yourself that this house will soon no longer be yours.  Say goodbye to each and every room.  Don't look backwards--look toward the future!
  
2.  De-Personalize.
  
Remove items that your potential buyers won't be able to identify with such as political or religious items.  Buying a home is an emotional decision, and you want the looker to be able to connect themselves to your home by "seeing themselves" in it.  
  
3.  De-Clutter.
  
Since you want your home to look as spacious as possible, remove any excess or large furniture.  Never should a room look crowded.  Remove all area rugs, also.  Anything that cuts up the expanse of the floor will make the room look less spacious.   Remove items from countertops and furniture tops.  Think of model homes.  They don't have cluttered kitchen or bath countertops or furniture, but they sure do sell houses.  Remove all appliances from countertops and all toiletries from showers, tubs and bath counters.  Even too many plants or pictures can make a house seem less spacious.   And, remember, if they can't "see themselves" in your home because they don't like a lot of plants, pictures or knickkacks, etc., they won't buy it!  
  
4.  Thin out and organize Closets, Pantries and cabinets.
  
If these areas are neatly organized, possible buyers will get the impression that you take care of things and you probably have taken very good care of the rest of your home.  Closets and pantries look bigger when not stuffed to the brim.  Neatly stack dishes in cabinets, organize items in pantry, space garments in closets where they don't touch and line up shoes neatly.  If the potential buyer is a "neat freak" they won't be able to picture their neat closet or pantry in an area stuffed with bags, boxes, extra furniture, too many clothes or shoes, excess groceries or just "junk" and that can seal their decision against your house.
  
5.  Rent a Storage Unit
  
That's where your excess furniture, rugs, knickknacks, books, pantry items, dishes, out-of-season shoes and clothes and "junk" will go.   Money spent on storage units for this purpose is some of the best spent money.
  
6.  Make Minor Repairs
  
This list is unlimited, but might include:
Replace cracks in tiles and clean grout
Fix leaky faucets or replace with newer versions
Patch holes in walls and paint
Fix doors that don't close properly, need new door knobs or weather stripping
Do the same for cabinet doors, then clean thoroughly and apply a coat of orange oil
Shampoo carpet or replace
Power clean driveway
Clean tracks in sliding doors and get some of that lubricator for tracks from hardware store
Re-caulk around tubs, sinks, windows and doors where necessary
  
7.  Clean Until Your Home Sparkles.
  
Nothing turns a potential buyer off quicker than dirt or filth.  Here's a quick list, but don't rely solely on this list.  Inspect every square inch of your home.  
Wash windows inside and out
Clean cobwebs
Polish all mirrors
Clean refrigerator, ovens and fronts of all appliances
Polish hardwood floors
Dust furniture, light fixtures, ceiling fans and lamps
Clean all vents
Keep laundry cleaned daily
Use one of those fabric refreshers on all upholstery
Clean all drapes and bedding, including bedspreads, mattress covers, pillows and dust ruffles 
Bathe pets and clean their bedding
Even the front porch and sidewalk should be immaculate
  
8.  Check Curb Appeal
  
This is your potential buyers first impression of your home and can set their mood.  Make it a good, warm mood.  Keeped yard mowed and trimmed in summer and concrete shoveled in winter.  
A fresh coat of paint is good if your house is looking dingy or peeling.  Remove all yard tools to the garage.  Drive by your home and take a good look.  Or, even better have a friend drive by.  Sometimes a friend will notice what is second nature for you, like that garbage container at the corner of the drive.  Is your house appealing?  If not, what can you do to make it so?  Add flowers in summer.  A bench or chairs and potted plants are a very nice touch, but don't overdo.
The front door is very important because it is a focal point.  If you don't paint anything else, paint the door and nice contrasting color, a warm one if possible.  A wreath on the door is very warm and inviting.  Door hardware should be replaced if worn.
  

  

  

